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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REIVIAINS) CLOSED In this application. If not included 
herewitli (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 2/4/04 . 
2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-14 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. E Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1. Figures 4 and 5 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only that 
which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 
CFR 1 .121(d)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance-^Claims 1-14 have 
been found to be allowable over the prior art of record since while the prior art teaches an image 
forming apparatus comprising a sheet placing portion, sheet feeding means for feeding the sheet 
placed on the sheet placing portion, an image bearing member, transferring means for 
transferring the image home on the image bearing member, fixing means for fixing the image 
transferred by the transferring means and delivery means for delivering the sheet having had the 
image thereon fixed by the fixing means but the prior art either alone or in combination, neither 
discloses nor makes obvious the combination of an image forming apparatus comprising, among 
other features, a main conveying path for guiding a sheet fi-om a transferring means to a fixing 
means is disposed in a substantially vertical direction on an inner part side of the apparatus main 
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body and a guide surface of a sheet delivery guide constituting a conveying path leading from the 
fixing means to the delivery means is a flat surface, as recited in the instant claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Prior Art Made of Record 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appUcant's 
disclosure. 

Kosugiyama et al (U.S.Pat. 5,218,41 1) ; Yoshika et al (U.S.Pat. 6,763,203) and Kumagai 
(U.S.Pat. 5,519,484) disclose image forming devices and have been cited for technical 
background. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung Henry V Nguyen whose telephone nxmaber is 571-272- 
2124. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (First Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessftil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2258. The fax phone number for the .. 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/770,460 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2851 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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